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Las Vegas: 
Genuinely Inauthentic 

SHARON L. ROE 
University of Minnesota 

\\'11i11- the. (:I~a~rrl~er of C:or~~~~~c.rr-c. \\.as \sorIi i~y 1 1 1  I I I ~ I ~ P  La.; 
Vega: ~ I I  appealing dt!sti~~atior~ I'or tlrv rutire t'air~ily. 1111. wild 
west ~ I I I ~ ~ I ,  gatlwred a I I I ~ I I I I ~ I I ~ I I I I I  a11 its O\\'II. Ii:~rt-I!. did L s  
\'qos al)llear in the. 11cq~~lar  i~~c:tlia of the hwticts anti litiir.s .. 
\vitliout ~ I I I .  cleecriptior~ "\vitlt- o1)c:rl. D-liile sc~rrrc~tir~~cs this 
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Iwtween real a t ~ d  vicariou. thrills \\as evert more Iragilv. Cuba 
N ~ I ~ ,  hersell. i r t  '3 delicatc I1alaiice. I:ac.tvl with econo~iiic. 
rwessior~ and I~olitical urrrest, Cuba set allo~lt to recapturr* the 
tourist trddc.. \Itcr Estea hvl;~u\er's "Corr~rrtitt~~c to Investigate, 

"511~ i~ a scduvtite >rwcerecc e\t~dilr,v an c.asellce of 

\iarlrlth iincl irr(lolrnw ail11 clc4iciouh Iet11a1;?. l ler  .trcvt* 
throb wit11 a (lark ancl I)ul.-atiug beat. T h r  air i.s a 11c.avy. 
apl~rotlisi;~c~al uine t h ~ t  dissolves thc inl~illitio~rs and 
clissipntes rctstrair~t .... Time is an enclless rountl of dark 
rum and nrmlla. lielit I W I I ~  and niarinilas, for I-lavatla is 
the niistress ot' plcas~rrc,. the lush and opulent p l t l ~ t s s  oC 

rlelights."" 

La- \ ' p i s  was captivated hy the d 1 1 1 4 \ c .  -orc.cress and tried lo 

bring her home. In 1957. tllc La3 1-egas Tropirma wak ol~c.tied. 

Then. in ~ r l i , i t  seeiricv1 .I$ q u i d  as  a toss of t l ~ c  diw. (:uI).r \\a- 
p m e -  c l o d  to the Uttitrd Statrh. C ~ s t r o  r~atiorralizecl $3) 
I~illiori of 4rrtrrican a-set-G. That lclt Lao \ ega> \\itliout 
coml1etition a ~ ~ d  t l iv  111011 \\it11 no place t h  to do it> dirt! 
launtlq. 4r a result. an o\erpow-ring flood ol rirotlry arrtl 
tvtcrgy poured into Las \ ' e p  .rnd a neu ~wriotl Ir~gan. l3i11.k i r ~  
(hba .  Holl~rt Stone nritir~g for llarp~r.\ Ihppn-irrc t lcicd~ecl 

\\ hile the rest oftl~c. c-ourrtn bolhed u p  a rd  clourt in Irc*riodic. 
t.rce+iona. there, aec.rtrtd ~ l i u c l ~  to ern?' i r t  1 1 t ~  I,ab \ rgar I)oo~ii. 
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TIII, \vII~II*.Lo~II~ i111a;r o f  thv At l ler ic . ;~~~ c o r p c m t i o r ~  ~.c$awtl 

t11v lore 01 thr g ~ r p t v r .  I tare 110 ,oang>ters Itcare ..."I0 

OH \\Iric11 ,\mrrie*,t e-ot111l IYIIIIIII~~I~. 1-35 \ ' e p  t ~ ~ r n r d  i t*  I~I*II- 
not to thc autht-r~tich! o f  the arti lact h t t  to  t111. ~ ~ l a t d ) i l i t !  o f  

t11v III~~~II~III~III-I*.~'~ '-Real'* an11 "faLeq- \ \ere I I I ~ \ ~  tog1~111tv t o  

t111. v\tetlt that 1111. p e r f ~ ~ r ~ r ~ a n w  or ~ ~ r n ~ i r o ~ i r ~ ~ c w t  COII~I~ "pa5sq' 

for p l a t ~ r i l ~ l t ~ .  
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Thc newest ol' the mega-rc:norts sougllt tlic I~ig spentlrra I)y 
rctpiic.atir~g 11i;r.h-status European e~~v i ro r~~r le l~ t s .  'I'III: 1Ml(rgio. 
taki11; it': I . L I ~ S  fi.0111 I3ellagio. Italy. the "l'carl ol' I,akct C;or~io." is 
a high-rnd resort (\\-it11 a casino) ant1 a $300.000.000 art 
d l ec t iou  that ir~clutles ~\ ,~>rli  of 1'ic:asso. \'all (:ugh. h'lotiet. 
Cezanne. Gaup~in ,  hlatissc:. and I<crwir. The l,'eneticrr~ - uith it.< 
fakt- canals a11t1 ar~tlwr~tic* gondolas. siniulatior~ of St. Mnrl\'s 
S I ~ I I ~ W  ard  lriilliori square feet of shoppiiy spact\ - I : ~ I I I ( ~  i n  31 ;I 

spcv:tacular $2.8 l~illiori. 11lr11rdala\. Bry- re-created a Ill-acw 
tropical la goo^^, sand and surf beach. s~~orlielin;: rc:c4 and 
s w i ~ l i ~ ~ ~ i n g  shark exhibit in tlie heart ol' U~:vatla's t1c.ser-t. Not far 
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., . . I Iwrv was ;IISI 11rv ' - ~ t o ~ n i r  11airtltT ~ c ~ r i g i n ~ t v ~ l  JI the I ~ l r ~ r r r i r ~ p ~ )  at111 '-JIIIIII~~ 

~.twLraiY: -:\I~IIII~~ h m l ~  HIIIIII~P" (bnopie- u o ~ y i e  tunv I,! '1't.d X~II..-III~III): 
1111. "I Irigirrd 41amrir I h r i , . " :  J r ~ r r ~ s i r a l  gro1111: ".4r11m Il,wllwr>: I~<III~IIIIT. 
$01' I)vtdst~r~irrg lil1!11111?; urul , ~ ~ l v ~ * r ~ i s r r ~ ~ t ~ ~ r ~ s  wdr ah: -,\IIBIII l l r t~p*  1811 Iliglr 
l'rivv*.. .I qsilr l o t  and at l l t v  ":\I~IIII~C \ ' i t * \ \  !lttt%:r - " s w  IIW flmlr \ v i t I r s t t ~ ~  

l ~ a \ i ~ q  p ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ i ~ l t . . ' .  

'I I IIVIIIIII; [I 224 ( ; r I w  Ihppe l ry~ .  l:Irarl~-s. ~IIIII KrI I { d e r .  . ~ l / I - ~ l ~ ~ ~ e r i ~ ~ ~ i r ~  J/I!/~II.w: 
'1711. jokr i r~y I~oscr l l i  SIOI:~: N<-\r. YorL: I 1 ~ r r i 1 d e  Bonk;. 1005) 

"'I'liv Strill 111 1111- l l i r i l  had rc..rll! 111.tw a group or PIIS~IIOF wit11 .r:io~.irl(tvl roolrrs 
i r ~ i ~ l  rvi tar~ri trr l~ rlrn 31 i t  Ill*? IO -11)  on tlw gir~~~lr l ing. 111 t l r i '  I I ~ .  r ~ ~ r j ~ o r i l l t ~  

1.P 
IIIIII~~. tht- Strip U J ~  a wllection 01 v e n  I a r y  rtwrts. whir11 h p p t w  111 II;I\~* 


